HIE Catholle gehool mystem, hes
ginning with the kindergarten
and running through the pri-
mary grades, the high school,

the colleges and the universities, may
fairly be described as the most re-
markable phenomenon In the United
Staten. The latest statistics published
in the "OMcial Catholie Directory" re-
turn a population of sixteen and & half
millions of Catholica In thla country.
There are one and a half milllons of
Catholie children in the pariah schools
There are nearly 700 academies for
girls, mont of which carry on the edu-
catlon of children in the grades and
girls In high school work. There are
210 colleges fur boys, but of this nums~
ber only elghty-four do work more ad-
vanced than the high school curricu-
fum. And the number of young men
doing elther collegiate or graduate
work In these eighty-four Institutions
is shown by the must recent returns
to be 14,548, There are eighty-five In-
stitutions lieted under the head of
“Seminaries,” and these Include not
only the lurge, well estabiished, well
reputed schools of theologieal learning,
but also newer and smaller Institutions,
and the preparatory training schools
established In certain diocescs and re-
ligious communities Consldered
merely as to its extent, therefore, the
Catholic school system im the United
States 18 & mammoth fact which
ncither the statesmoan nor the school-
man can afford (o Ilgnore or contemn.

Considered In its meaning it Is not
less Impressive. If we omit the sem-
inaries, all of these other Catholie
schools exist in obedience to a con=
scientious conviction In the Catholio
mind that an education which Is not
maturated and Interpenetrated by re-
ligion i essentially vitlated. It will
not do to say that such training does
not deserve to be called an education
because that old habit of speech so
popular with us for & long time 18
entirely misleading. and besides it
looks very much llke calling names
1t is an eduecation, but it is only partial
In character. 1 attended a historical
pagcant at one of the State universi-
ties & short time ago and one of the
fizures buriosgued in that pageant was
the theslogan-politician, who made &
speech in which it was constantly re-
{terated thut mere book learning does
not constitute an education, and that
the Important thing s conscience, 1L
wis in fad taste, T thoneht, for a #tate
univers.ty, supported In considerable
part by tases of eurnest re
to Ming this sorry Jibe into thel

The only decent and hogleal attitude
for defenders of the poul sl o
g {8 that jn the nature of the
casn pellglons Insiruction must be ex-
clidied from the curriculum of schoo's
which assemble under one roof the
ehildren of believers, unbelievers and
prsholievers, It is bl moanners o8
w as bad gl meroty to palleus thi
perfeotly tratiful and most solemn
Eratement that consclence really i= the
Pl 1S i eduvation and s develop-
ment e finest feult of the school,. On
the other hand, we are ounwlves to
bame perliaps for want of felicity in
stating our own position, We have
toen gullty of making too littls of that
training which g effective ns a prepas
ration for the work of Yhe world be=
cause {t happons to be defrciive ns &
preparntion for life in the other world,
Tt passing o0 this it s o stupendous
moral fict that the Cathelie schools
oxtet b ol enes to the profound con-
viction that 6!l humian stulios oight to
b eolorisd and interpenctratid by re-
e livie i aml wourmed Ly rellg-

o

LCUL I B il above all that tha
aotunl practies of relicous devation
ottt to e made a part of the rohonl
dov. When we mld that the tremens=
dionia oxpense, roane i up fnta milllone
of diilare nnnnn'le, necesdary ey
on these pehoila is Yorte By pepiede the
groat matorite of whom are vz ianl in
Yard manunl lnbhor peopte wha have

InAved the novevearies of 1ifs, tar fow
of It comfirte and phyalon) refines
mints, the splosdor of 0 mordl phies
nomenon Is digellng, The pitrictism
that scalts sl ntn Hernism iIn time
nf war eecma alinekt foeonanonplace
padi=ton when compire with the ¢on-
polentious conviction that resluts the
wear of time, the tomptation of money,
the alluring promise of better financial

opportunity and the other solicitations
offered by the official schiool system,

And particularly docs the Catholie
#thool ayatem become morally sublime
when we realize that In #pite of the
fdelity and generosity of the Cathulle
laity and the seal of the Cathulle
clergy, this great network of colleges
and schools (s made possible only
through the work and scif-sacrifice of
members of the religlous orders of men
and women to whom Is practically en-
trusted the whole work of Catholie
education in our country. When it s
remembered, for example, that of the
great army of sisters engnged In the
schools the majorily recelve leag than
$300 a yoar in the way of salary and
that they do not spend anything like
this amount on living expensea but on
the contrary lay by a considerable part
of it each year to bulld new schools or
better or larger ones to make thelr
work more effective, one I8 constrained
to stand In admiration of a falth which
works out into such superd herolsm.

It ia not surprising, perhaps, that a
school which begins to be unpopular
by the very fact that It dlssoclates it-
eelf from other schools In spirit, aspi-
ration, method and end should be little
understood and less appreciated by
those other schools. The Btate syu-
tem of education, so far as resources
and emoluments are concerned, la in
posaession of the fleld. Dally the num-
ber of fine modern, hyglenic and hand-
some school bulidings (8 multiplied
Larger and larger each year grow the
appropriations for supplying teachers,
equipping la or libraries,
and the other apparatus of education.
Constantly more and more attractive
grow the infinite variety of classes and
more practical thelr application to the
ordinary work of lifa The Catholic
school, built up In the heart of a de-
voted little parish, supported by the
people out of their poverty and their
faith, doing the easential work for
which it was created with remarkable
eMciency, but having neither the ex-
traordinary impressiveness of the pub-
lie school nor the large altendance
nor the numerous faculty nor Lhe
many other adventitious alds that
money may mrupply, very often looks
lew and cramped and dingy and unat-
tractive In comparison with Its oMcial
sister. Moreover, the methods end
processes used n our schools are a
matler of mystery to most non-Catho-
Ues, It Is natural, therefors, fr
teachers in the public schools, and
more particularly parents who pat-
ronize public schools to have fabulous
notiona of the inefliclency of Catholic
primary education and Catholic high
school work. Nor is the case bettor
when one consldera the Catholie o=
logen. The large appropriat ons ene
Joyed by Eiale univers.tes anntally
and the maenificent endowmenis b
etowed by aluomnl op adimirers ) L
Lirge number of private non-o ot
colivges and universities naturn I
press the hehalder with awe s come
pared with the Cutholle ecollvige w h
enjoyn, It in true, an endownn ut of
fesh and blood in the ghape of o ule
tured and herols men and worpen wiio
pive thelr services for the love of
Gol, but Who cantiot expend motey on
whima or exXtraviagnuocs, nor |
nual reports with muagnitieent 4
Benldes, In the case of the ol ioes
there I8 nocurious and amusine ¢
clon that because soliniarship
religions and belleving It must fivoos-
sarily bo unscientifie,

1 heand of a curious Instance of th e
kind lately. (One of the professars ot
Notre Dume wiax going over the
versity equipment with the presudent
of a large State unlversity, While cx-
amining the sclence departments the
president asked what our attitude woa
to sclenee, whoereupon the profi=«r
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anewersd that t was pretty lu

the same a8 our attitude toward of -
steak or lolwter, That eminent -
catar really betleved that it was mpee
gible for a man to have a fale b
edge of modern selonee withont eeon- e
to twlieve In the Christian el
Strange aa It may seem to the

Initintol this eomdition of mind i«
most generial amonz ponsCatholle vila-
eators, and therefore they ares thrown

back inta the unpleasant dilemma of
belleving esither that we are not » ne
cepe ng rezards one rellglon op oot 1.
found as regards oar solencs, In tle
prme way Dr Eliot, aforetime

Thim=ed rendersd Catholle eadu 1fn
the onty gorvlom of his Ule by declarie s
that the rellglon of the falare wonld
Yo a relizion of selen t
would therefure e without pricst or
nltar, without mystery ar sacrifice 1t
ls nat surprising, therofore, that noan-
Cathollc educators, and In less meisire

o and thoar
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Why Do Not Catholics
Appreciate Their Schools,

Colleges and Universities?

Throughout the Country One-half of Catholic Students
at College Attend Non-Catholie Colleges—Only the

Parochial Primary School Is Thoroughly
Appreciated by Catholies.

By the Rev. John Cavanagh, C. 8. C.,, D. D.

(whoen one speaka of the colleges) the
ron-Catholle  publie  generally, are
prone to undervalue the cducational
work of Catholic colleges and uni-
versitivs,

But Jdues sven the Cattolle appreci-
ate hig #clioola? Unquestionably yes
as recurds the primary work of the
parochind  school, The lishops  and
priests of the country take o firm stand
ax rexards the attendunce of Catholic
children ot the parochial schools, but
our non-Catholic friends ousht not to
fancy that this la the whole story.
They can hardly be got to believe that
all the fulminations of the bishops and
all the persuasion of the priests would
be utterly powerless to build up the
great parish school system uniess the
Cutholie laity themselves reallzed
vividly the absolute need and desira-
bility of the parish schools. In the
spiritual world, as in the natural world,
anything that Ix forced or artificial or
contrary to the comunon sense of man-
kind 15 doomed to extinction. It is be-
caune fathers and mothera of Catholie
children telleve firmly in the need of
Catholie gchools for the Hitle ones that
these schools exist, and the demand of
the laity for them would be hardly less
Insistent If the bishops and the priesis
left the whole matter to the declsion
of the laity., There s no doubt, there-
fors, but that the parochial primary
school is thoroughly apprecinted by
Catholics,

In lesser measure the Catholic high
echool or preparatory college is also
appreciated. This (s shown by the fact
that nearly 200 preparatory colleges
exint for Cathollie boys, or an average
of four for each Btate of the Unlon,
not to speak of the large and ever In-
creasing number of high schools which
cover the same fleld. Bimilarly, there
are nearly fifteen academies for girla
for each State of the Union, without
taking account of a large number of
high schools not listed as academios,
And, finally, It seema clear that Cathe
olic preparatory colleges and  high
schools are fully appreciated from the
fuet that a considerable number of
careful parents among our non-Cath-
olie nelghbors prefer to send thelr sons,
and especially thelr danughiters to Cauth-
olic secondary shools,

But what do we find when we coma
to consider the collewes and universi=
ties of the country? Thut there is
some appreciation of the work they
are doing Ia clear from the fact that
they eoxist In such large numboer and
that practically none of them iz either
fajling ar atationary, The fact that
fuch ppprediation Is prowing some-
whiat Id shown eonclusvely from the
Inirense In attendiinee at <l 2ehools

decade  after  decole ooty five
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Now copsdider on the other hand

what the typical Cath lle enllegs or
university does for (ta students. 1L
haa all the good polnts of the nons-
Catholle sehool amd in addition It con=
scientiously undertakes toy exervise pas
ternal care over evely young man who
matriculites in It. When it hus pro-
vided loctures and laboratoriesgand
libraries It frels it has only begun ita
work. The social sule of n boy's life
Is to be cared for fust as satisfactorily
an the Intellectual sde,  In most
visen, too, there are the physical de-
tadls of food, lodging, amusement and
the wonderfully complex and difMicuit
thing known as discipline. Disciplls
narians, without the natural advans
tage of famlly affection in the case, are
expected to check, restraln, correct,
deny, admonish a large number of
Young men during their most capri-
clous years. A prefect, for exampls,
miay have responsibility for fifty young
men or more, nnd he s expected, while
avolding *o fur as poxsible anything
like offensive esplonage, to keep In
closs touch with the work, recren-
tions, difficulties and dicouragements
of a4 boy; to Keep hilin pleased and coms-
fortable and happy, while at the same
t'me he puts lmits to his freedom in
the Interest of study or character
bullding or protection egalinst the
bay's folly., To do this (n the case of
a single young man &8 commonly found
to be a reasonably kood duy's work
for the average Intelligent futher, and
parents who take a deal of trouble
with this problem are very properly
admired as models of fatherly and
motherly wvirtue. Now, this s pre-
cisely what good prefects are doing
all the time. Their work requires
remarkable astuteness, exceptional
ability, exnuisite tact and Infinite pa-
tience. Let no one be mistulken about
the prefect. The assembly of gifts and
talents and graces and herosma neces-
sary for a mere President or Governor
or editor would by no means suffive to
make a man & good prefect, nnd when
he Is found—and I have often found
him-~he ought to be acilaimed and
cherished as the rarest and best of
men.

At any rate, the remarkable qualities
required to deal successfully with the
Infinite varioty of a boy's troubles and
a boy's foollshness are found In large
measure in the usun) prefect, and thers
la no power In money or any othep
emolument to repay the good prefect
for the libor and =l citude and dis-
comfort and worey connecteld with his
work., Now 1 should [ he to ask the
Catholie father to make a4 comparivon
betwesn the secular school wiech onote
altigether this preclous patornal sers
vice and the Cathalye s b 1. =i
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